
CURRICULUM MEETING OCTOBER 26, 2016 

In Attendance: E. Margolin, L. Eisenberg, C. Abolafia, J. Menashe, L. Kreisman, D. Sheinin, S. Preziosi, M. 

Gates, I. Vilensky, N. Bogdanov, N. Ogievetsky, S. Chinnappala, F. Tenenbaum, B. Grauer 

Members introduced themselves. 

Minutes of September meeting were read and accepted. 

Curriculum Office Update: 

1-Ed Camp-Nov 8 PD Day: Mr. Secaur showed a short video about the model which can be viewed 

on the HWPS website. 

 First district to hold Ed Camp for the entire district 

 Historically it was a Saturday event that teachers attended voluntarily. 

 Teachers, Teacher assistants and teacher aides who work in the classroom will get chrome 

books on Nov 8. They were involved in the PD in March. 

 Documents created during the event are shared so that everyone gets all documents and 

links. 

 No one is asked to prepare anything in advance. 

 Teachers decide what they want to talk about at the time. 

 Not a perfect PD model but it does affirm teacher beliefs and recognizes their professional 

needs. 

 May or may not be offered for the next PD in the district- will depend upon specific 

professional needs of the district. 

 An article about our March Ed Camp PD was published in “Education Week,” a national 

educational newspaper published weekly. 

2-Keyboarding:  

 Being taught to sixth graders in the middle school by the Library/media specialist  

 The thrust is content, not using tools and devices. 

 It is an online tutorial to introduce keyboarding and to allow students to practice at home. 

 ELA teachers in WMS will give tasks for which students will need to use keyboarding to 

practice the skills. 

 District is working on initiatives for 7th and 8th grade 

 District is looking at ways to do skill building beginning in FECC. The IT director has been 

helpful in this regard. 

 Some teachers in the elementary school are teaching some computer skills, e.g. creating 

power points, but it is not consistent. 

 Teacher autonomy in how keyboarding is taught needs to be balanced with ensuring that all 

students have the same set of skills. 



3-Cursive writing: 

 Is being reintroduced into the middle schools.   

 How to bring current high school students up to speed is part of the initiative. 

Report from BOE Meeting: 

 LIASCD holds conferences throughout the year. The new Commissioner of Education spoke at 

the fall conference held last month. School leaders are hopeful that the pendulum regarding 

statewide educational goals is beginning to swing back.  

 HWPS led two sessions in which we presented our ENL program, Parent University, and 

Academic Intervention initiatives, and another which featured our AP Capstone Program. 

o The State Administrators Union invited us to present at their conference to be held later 

on in the year 

Guidance Update: Presentation by Mary Harrison- Chairperson of Pupil Personnel Services (PPS) at 

HHS and Jessica Brewer- current 8th grade guidance counselor at WMS. 

 Parents receive a booklet which is available on line with all of the information regarding middle 

and high school programs and courses. Flow charts explaining everything visually are included. 

 There is also a scaled- down grade 9 course guide available. 

 Some decisions made regarding programs and courses students take in middle school affect 

their high school programs. 

 For students moving from 7th to 8th grade, some decisions on what subjects they will take in 8th 

grade are made based upon teacher recommendation. Parents are notified about the 

recommendations and make the final decision. 

 Interdisciplinary course in 6th grade is intended to help school get to know the students. 

HES /Ogden to WMS- 

 6th grade guidance counselor (GC) from WMS speaks with GC in the elementary schools to 

learn as much as they can about the incoming students. 

 An orientation is held for parents in Hewlett and Ogden and the Parent Handbook is 

distributed. 

 LINK DAY for all 5th graders is held to orient them to the WMS 

 There is a Junior Honor Society  

      In Middle School 

 Committee suggested that a parent meeting be held for parents of 7th graders going 

into 8th grade to discuss courses etc. The 8th grade courses often impact on high 

school courses students will take. 



o Mr. Secaur suggested that an e-blast be sent to WMS parents to remind 

them that the WMS Course of Study Guide for 2016-17 is on-line. 

Middle to High School 

 GCs speak to one another to get to know the students. 

 8th grade GCs know the courses that will be available so that they are knowledgeable when 

speaking to parents. There is lots of communication between the buildings so that everyone 

is clear about student needs. 

 An orientation is held for parents of entering 9th graders. District chair people speak about 

scheduling and expectations. 

 In May parents and students meet the GC of HHS and tour the building. 

 HHS GC will meet with students individually about recommendations (which are inputted 

into the computer) and they and parents decide which course the students will take. Any 

changes are entered into the computer. 

 Everything is ultimately put on the Parent Portal. 

 In Dec. a presentation is made to the 8th graders about graduation requirements, courses 

offered, etc. 

 In January chair people speak to the students about electives.  

 There is extensive support for struggling students in all areas. They are tracked by many 

professionals. This has a positive impact on graduation rates. 

     In High School 

 A Guidance Newsletter goes out to all high school students monthly. 

 Regents Diplomas 

o Advanced Regents Diploma- 9 Regents exams (3 math, 2 science, 1 global history, 1 

U.S. history, 1 English, 1 language other than English)  

o Regents Diploma- 5 Regents exams (1 math, 1 science, 1 global history, 1 U.S. 

history, 1 English)  

o Local diploma- for students with IEPs  

 Data seems to show that students who aim for advanced Regents diplomas, especially in 

math, are more likely to graduate from college in 4 years. 

 Nassau Community College requires that students take placement exams and that they pass 

with high scores to avoid having to take basic skills courses for no credit. The District can 

administer placement tests to identify students whose skill level is not high and provide 

remediation in advance of entering NCC. 

Science/math-Students who take algebra and earth science in 8th grade can take college level 

and/or AP courses in HHS. 

 Teaches make recommendation about courses the students should take but parents make 

the final decision. 



 Can take science research class in 9th grade- these students are usually in Living Environment 

honors class. They are encouraged to join the robotics club which is a competition club. 

 Students can graduate from high school without taking earth science as long as they fulfill 

the required three credit science sequence. 

 Students who earn 85 in earth science and 80 in algebra in WMS will be recommended for 

the science research class. Other students are encouraged to take the course if they want 

to. These students are carefully monitored. 

 There is no ICT class for 8th grade earth science although it would be offered if there were a 

need.  Committee asked that the course be offered from the get-go because parents 

do not realize they could ask for the course and therefore do not. 

 Algebra 2 Regents often knocks students out of the advanced Regents diploma category. 

Foreign Language- 

 6th grade students choose a foreign language for 7th grade (Mandarin, Spanish, and Italian) 

 Scores achieved in 7th/8th grade on the final exam (FLACS) are added to the high school 

transcript (Level 1) 

 If students pass they move onto Level 2 in 9th grade. A student can change language choice 

that time. 

 10th grade- level 3- student is eligible for advanced Regents diploma 

 Students are encouraged to take the AP foreign language exam- about 47% of the eligible 

students are doing so now. 

 If a student is new to the district, services to help them catch up are provided. 

 Students are encouraged to take a foreign language but students who do not want to take 

foreign language can take business and art courses- part of the “multiple pathways” to earn 

a Regents diploma without a foreign language. (This does not apply to students with IEPs 

who are exempt from taking a foreign language) 

 Students can take more than one foreign language but this is not encouraged in 9th grade 

because of the transition from middle to high school. 

 Committee asked if technology can be taken in lieu of a foreign language- it is 

apparently being done in other districts. Mr. Secaur will check on it. 

 Committee asked about “honors” foreign language track which for some students is 

too difficult- can an easier level course be offered? 

 

Next meeting- November 3—Topic: Social Studies Update 


